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Message from Heather McPherson, Superintendent

“NEXT TO DOING THE RIGHT THING, THE MOST IMPORTANT
THING IS TO LET PEOPLE KNOW YOU ARE DOING THE RIGHT
THING.”JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER
If you have lived in this community for any amount of time and you
have kids in the school district, it is easy to take for granted the
incredible amount of programs and activities that TASD has
available for students and their families. One of our priorities
moving forward is to develop more robust methods of
communicating with parents and taxpayers in the district to report
on events that take place in our classrooms every day. To that end,
this is the launch of a monthly TASD Newsletter.
We hope that you find it both enjoyable and informative. We
welcome your suggestions and feedback. Email us at
tasdpr@tasd.net.
Look for a TASD Facebook page coming soon!
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What is new in the Tunkhannock Area School District?
AN initial message from the Tunkhannock
Areand
SD….Grounds News
Building
During the summer and fall months of 2019 the TASD maintenance department in
conjunction with the buildings and ground committee placed a focus on reducing
energy consumption and improving air quality and comfort in classrooms throughout
the district. Two projects that have been in the works since early spring of 2019
have been completed and are now bearing benefits in both areas.
Twenty-seven classrooms in the Intermediate Center were retro-fit with Mitsubishi
Split-Type Heating/Air conditioning units. These units provide cooling and
dehumidification during the warmer months as well as a more flexible and efficient
means of heating during the days when heating is necessary in the morning but
cooling is needed in the afternoon. The installation has had an immediate impact on
the comfort and quality of the air in the classrooms. In addition to a comfortable
classroom environment the project has provided the district with energy savings by
delaying the start of the primary heating system in the building by 6 weeks.
The second project that was completed this fall was the replacement of parking lot
lighting at the STEM Academy and the main parking lot of the high school. Both
systems had less than efficient metal halide fixtures that were past or near the end of
their recommended useful service lives. These fixtures were replaced with much
higher lumen output type LED fixtures. The fixtures not only provide additional light
to support a more safe and secure parking lot environment but do it at one third of
the cost of the old fixtures. The project provides the district with an estimated 2 year
return on investment and an 8 year net savings on electricity consumption and
maintenance over the 10 year recommended useful service life of the fixtures.

Update on the Next Steps for Evans Falls and Mill City Building Sales
In the past year, the Tunkhannock Area School District sought to find suitable uses for the three
vacant elementary schools; Mill City Elementary, Mehoopany Elementary and Evans Falls
Elementary. In the fall of 2018, the district partnered with HANDS of Wyoming County, Early
Intervention, and HeadStart programs. All three programs now occupy the building. Combined,
these programs serve a vast array of early education needs in the area. In 2019, the district
initiated the process to sell Evans Falls and Mill City Elementary Schools. Initially, the board
offered these buildings for sale through a sealed bid process. At the conclusion of the bidding
window, the board did not receive an acceptable bid for either location. The Building and Grounds
Committee recommended that the board proceed with the sale of the buildings through
auction. During a special session of the Tunkhannock Area School Board of Directors, a resolution
was passed on November 7 to work with Shamrock Auction to sell both buildings. The auction has
been set for Saturday, January 11 at 1:00 P.M.
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What is new in the Tunkhannock Area School District?

Trout in the Classroom
The 3rd and 6th grade Science classrooms premiered
the “Trout in the Classroom” in October to coincide with
Science lessons on fish life cycles. Trout in the
Classroom is a partnership between the TASD,
Pennsylvania Fish and Game Commission, and the
Wyoming County Conservation district. Laurie
Anderson from the Wyoming County Conservation
District (above) and Dave Raulfs, waterways
conservation officer, from the Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat commission (pictured above) spoke to the
students about the initiative. The aquarium for the
project was purchased through a grant from the Tiger
Foundation.
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Tiger House. Tiger House is focused on developing
interpersonal skills and soft skills in the workplace. The Tiger
House also utilizes a mobile coffee cart so students can take
and fulfill orders for coffee and baked goods.

School Composting - Let’s Get
Growing!
The STEM Academy will be composting food from the 7th grade
lunch in an effort to combat waste in the cafeteria. The initiative
is a part of their Impact on the Environment project. The
students will also conduct a "garbage audit" as part of their
project. The compost machine used for the project was
purchased from a grant written by Mrs. Debbie Johnson.
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HS Graphic Arts
Department
When the TASD Primary Center's
Beth Saylor made a request for
TAHS Graphic Arts teacher, Jan
Cechak, to create 'Childhood
Cancer Awareness' t-shirts, he was
excited to share this project with his
first set of Graphic Arts Interns,
Senior Devan Clark and Senior
Hannah Zalewski.

Pictured Above: Hannah Zalewski

These two students, through years
of taking TAHS Graphic
design classes under the direction
of Mr. Cechak, have earned this
opportunity and were chosen to
support the district by using their
talents to create a variety of nonprofit projects throughout the 20192020 school year.
Previous projects include student
handbooks, for all high school,
STEM Academy, and Intermediate
students, assorted banners for the
school district, high school
directional signs and outside
classroom numbers plus many more
projects for all of the activities and
clubs in the high school and district.

Pictured Above: Devan Clark

Mr. Greg Ellsworth, Director of
TASD Career & Technical
Education, is thrilled to support and
help continue to develop Cechak's
Graphic Arts Print Shop Internship
program, which aligns with the
Career Awarness component in the
district.
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Tunkhannock Area School
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Tiger Pride Day at the
Primary Center
It was a fun and exciting morning in October at the
Primary Center celebrating Tiger Pride where
students learned about Tiger Pride (teaching pride
within themselves and their school). The students
were joined by the high school football players,
cheerleaders, and drum line. Some students, who
demonstrate the 3 Tiger Pride Principles of Caring,
Respect, and Responsibility, were also recognized
with Tiger paws. To conclude the event, Mrs.
Summer Frisco, building principal, informed the
students of the $1,320 raised for childhood cancer!
The coin drive was organized by Mrs. Saylor and
Mrs. Reese. Students and staff were encouraged
to bring in loose change and faculty/staff
purchased yellow t-shirts, made by the high school
graphics class. A part of the money will be donated
to Janet Weis Children's Hospital to contribute to
the funds already raised by our PC student, Tristan
Jones. The remaining funds will be donated to
Cookies for Cancer.
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What is new in the Tunkhannock Area School District?

Tigertrons Robotics Team Host Annual Luncheon
The Tigertrons Robotics Team hosted the Annual "Buy A Veteran Lunch" program
on Veterans Day, November 11, 2019. All veterans and their families who attended
the Annual Veterans Day program in the Tunkhannock High School auditorium
were invited to a luncheon free of charge. The luncheon was held immediately after
the TAHS Music Department’s performance, Veterans Day guest speakers and
presentation by the Tigertrons. The Tigertrons escorted the Veterans and their
families to the Family and Consumer Science Suite for the luncheon. The HS
Culinary Arts classes prepared the lunch consisting of cheese stuffed shells,
meatballs, garlic bread, tossed salad and cake.
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New Sensory Room at the
Primary Center
Mrs. Jennifer Washko, Primary Center occupational
therapist, created the sensory room at the Primary
Center to meet the needs of the students on the
Autism spectrum and also universally to be used for
students in the whole school to meet self-regulatory
needs. Jennifer states, “The culture of the school
has changed so much in the last five or ten years
with so many complex learners coming into school
not only with academic needs, but behavioral,
sensory, and immature nervous systems…the room
is needed to help address specific needs of the
child.”
In order to create the room, Jennifer conducted
some research on current trends in schools with
sensory rooms to manage self-regulation. From the
resources gathered, Jennifer created the sensory
room for all in the building to utilize, as needed.
The shapes and colors of the “zones of regulation”
provide a visual representation of the student’s
current mood/behavior. The “zones of regulation”
is an evidence based program that teaches
children, young adults and adults about their selfregulation. The green zones represents the student
is ready to learn and be appropriately social; the
blue zone represents the student is tired, lonely; the
yellow zone represents the student is anxious,
nervous, uncertain; and the red zone is not
necessarily a bad behavior but represents the
student is expressing anger and aggressions. The
student will identify his or her zone of regulation
and utilize the equipment in the room to regulate the
behavior.
The room is still a work in progress. “We are
working to create a theoretical framework for the
use of the zones of regulation as to how the room
should be used and education for
paraprofessionals” states Jennifer.

Sensory room at the Primary
Center
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TUNKHANNOCK AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Student Spotlight-Paul White, 7th Grade

As Paul White, 7th grade student in the Life Skills classroom at the Tunkhannock Area School District,
runs into the room, he excitedly yells to Mrs. Angel Hawley, the Lifeskills teacher, “It’s game day!.”
His eagerness to tell her all about the upcoming football game tonight is a ritual that occurs on each
game day.
At the time, Paul served as the water boy for the 7th and 8th grade junior high football team. Mr. Paul
Grabowski, Physical Education teacher for the Intermediate Center and STEM Academy, asked Paul
to join the team. When he asked Paul’s parents, they agreed and Paul immediately began to impact
the team. Coach Paul Grabowski states, “He wore the game jersey and he would warm up with the
team by doing stretches. He became an active member of the team. The players even gave him the
nickname ‘Nacho.’ Paul knew the schedule and by the end of the season, he knew all of the players’
names on the team.” During the game, Paul and Coach Grabowski would talk strategy. Paul’s
response afterwards was always, “I’ll go get ‘em pumped up.”
Motivation and care for others are true qualities of Paul. His teammate Clay Gregory remembers him
as, “…always happy, he likes to play a lot, I think having him on team cheered us up in the huddle
because he would come out and start off the huddle breakdown and he would yell ‘1,2,3 Tigers.’ He is
a good friend because he never puts anyone down. He would cheer and clap on the sidelines with Mr.
G.” When speaking to Paul he notes that he likes “playing outside and sleeping.” He states, “I like to
ride my bike and hang out with friends and eat lunch.” His enthusiasm for the game of football and his
teammates is evident through his smile when he talks about it, “I like to bring water to the other plays
on the field.” Thank you for your Tiger Pride, Paul! We hope you continue to be an inspiration to all of
our students in the Tunkhannock Area School District. Go Tigers!
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Program Spotlight-TASD Transition Program

Pictured Above: Damian Claridge and John Lee

“Just give our kids a chance. Customers love to see them (students) work in the community. Our
community members are opening their businesses to us and we really appreciate it. We enjoy working
with our community partners,” states Mr. John Lee, Transition Coordinator for the Tunkhannock Area
School District.
The objective of the transition program is to help students prepare for life after high school. Some
focus areas of the program include: career awareness; self-advocacy; independent living skills;
planning for post-secondary placement, education and job training. The program has been in
existence for 25 years in the high school ever since the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) was
enacted. Mr. Lee has been coordinator for the last five years. He oversees the program with other staff
members including Amy Edmonson and Rebekah Kristunas and many other vital members of the high
school team. A tremendous amount of support is needed to coordinate placement in the community.
A student’s placement in community businesses is also provided with the help of the Office of
Vocational Rehabilitation. Students are placed into local businesses to assist with jobs like stocking
shelves, inventorying, and cleaning, among other duties. “Students in the transition program
volunteer, but occasionally the volunteer work may lead to employment within the business,” states
Mr. Lee.
“I want to thank our local partners like Ace Hardware, Tunkhannock Library, Triton Hose Company
and many other businesses.” If local businesses are interested in supporting the transition program,
please contact Mr. John Lee at 570-836-3111.

