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Wyoming Chamber of Commerce Features
Superintendent McPherson
The Wyoming County Chamber of Commerce Business Speaker Series
featured guest speaker, Ms. Heather McPherson, Superintendent of the
Tunkhannock Area School District. Ms. McPherson spoke to a group of
local business leaders regarding new programs and current initiatives
within the district. Mr. Greg Ellsworth, Director of Career and Technical
Education Programming in the Tunkhannock Area School District, also
addressed the group to discuss new programs in the high school
including a drone piloting course, CISCO Networking Academy, and an
Early Childhood Development and Elementary Education Program in a
collaboration with Lackawanna College and Wilkes University.

Primary Center McTeacher Night Shatters Record
McTeacher’s Night at the Tunkhannock McDonalds was a huge
success. During the first hour of sales, the Primary Center teachers
broke the store’s all-time hourly sales record! Between the 20% of
hourly sales, tips, and basket raffle earnings, the teachers collected
$1,175 for the school. The winner of the McDonalds coloring sheets
contest, with ten sheets returned (52.6%) was Mrs. Shotwell’s
class. Each student in her class received a Happy Meal for their
participation. The PTO was able to secure a coupon for each student in
the building to receive a free ice cream cone due to the overwhelming
support received with this fundraiser and the canned goods collection.

Keep Up-to-Date with TASD
Board Meetings

TASD Board of School
Directors Meeting
November 7 agenda
November 7 video
November 21 agenda
November 21 Video
December 5-reorganization
meeting-Video
December 12-Work session/
Board meeting-Video

To view meeting agendas
from past meetings, please
click here
To view meeting minutes
from past meetings, please
click here

TASD SPECIAL
EDUCATION DEPT.
HOSTS MOVE

Pictured above, from left to right-Penny Farr, Phil Farr, Chris DeMarco, DJ Eberle, Warren
Taylor, Angeline Abraham, and Susan Ellias

College 101 Night Held at the High School
College 101 Night, sponsored by the Tunkhannock Area High
School counseling department, was held on November 12th to
assist junior and senior college bound students and families
de-mystify the college process. Through a panel discussion
with college parents, Rotary exchange parents, a King's College
admission’s counselor, a College of Technology admission’s
recruiter, and a representative from the Educational Opportunity
Center, audience members expressed their most pressing
college process questions and concerns. The panel addressed
questions regarding the application process, financial aid,
college campus visits, and first day arrival at campus.

Run for Allison Event
Thank you to all of the students, parents, faculty, and staff members who supported Ryan’s Run this year! Together we raised
and donated $1,425.10 during our Run for Allison event at the
TAPC on November 1, 2019. We are so fortunate to teach our
students the lesson of giving back and showing how to support
one another. Allison's smile radiated through the hallways as
she watched her classmates run for a purpose! Thank you to
everyone involved to make this event a success!

On November 13, 2019,
the Tunkhannock Area
School District, in collaboration with the Dietrich Theater, hosted a
showing of the movie
"Including Samuel" at
the Dietrich Theater.
The event was free for
all to attend. Mary Beatty, Director of Special
Education in the
Tunkhannock Area
School District, noted
“The purpose of showing
the film was twofold. First, ‘Including
Samuel’ is a great film
that depicts the importance of including
people with disabilities
in general education, in
the community and in
their families. Secondly,
anytime we can provide
engagement for parents
is a win-win for the parents and for the District.” The movie was
followed by a question
and answer portion with
members from the TASD
Special Education department. More than
thirty people attended
the event. Mary Beatty
commented, “We really
weren't sure who was
coming so we were so
relieved! Those in attendance were a very
diverse group of people. We saw students
(with and without disabilities), parents, teachers,
administrators, area service providers and community members.” Two
more films by the same
photojournalist, Dan
Habib, are planned for
the Spring.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR
DECEMBER 23-31 2019NO SCHOOL
JANUARY 1, 2020NO SCHOOL
JANUARY 17,2020END OF THE 2ND MARKING PERIOD/SEMESTER 1
JANUARY 20, 2020TEACHER INSERVICE
FEBRUARY 20,2020PARENT/TEACHER
CONFERENCES

Tiger House Helps CEO for Thanksgiving
Food Drive
The Tunkhannock Area School District Tiger House helped CEO and the
Weinberg Food Bank make over 500
Thanksgiving dinner grocery bags in
preparation for the Thanksgiving holiday. Families across Wyoming
County pre-registered for the food
drive. Students and staff of Tiger
House created the bags filled with a
variety of Thanksgiving favorites including canned sweet potatoes,
canned green beans, stuffing, and
cornbread. Each registered family
also received a turkey. All food was

donated from the Weinberg Food
Bank.
A representative from CEO indicated
the need for food this year is “greater
than in years past. We plan to serve
over 500 families from all over Wyoming County.” Students from Tiger
House assisted CEO with the Thanksgiving Drive for the past few years.
The students from Tiger House excitedly participated and look forward to
serving the community next year.

FEBRUARY 21,2020TEACHER IN-SERVICE
MARCH 20, 2020NO SCHOOL/TEACHER
MARCH 26, 2020END OF 3RD MARKING
PERIOD
APRIL 7-APRIL 13, 2020SPRING BREAK-NO
SCHOOL
MAY 25, 2020NO SCHOOL
JUNE 5, 2020GRADUATION/LAST DAY
OF SCHOOL
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Nationally Renowned Speaker In The
TASD
Mr. John Perrricone, nationally renowned motivational speaker, conducted two separate student assemblies in the Tunkhannock Area School
District. The first assembly was held
in the High School for 8th and 9th
grade. The second assembly was
held at the Intermediate Center for
grades 6 and 7. The message to students addressed peer pressure, positive and negative influences and
stress. During any stressful situation,
Mr. Perricone asked the students to call upon the visual metaphor of a diamond.
He asked the students to say to themselves, “I am becoming a better, a more
patient, a stronger person because of this challenge that I am facing in my life.
I’m becoming a diamond.” Student response to the assembly was positive. The
Tunkhannock Lion’s Club sponsored the event through a grant for the district
Social Emotional Learning program.

High School Art Students
Collaborate with Local
Artist
High school art students visit with
Bob Lizza, local artist, to view the
installation of the grant-funded mural. The students visited Mr. Lizza in
his studio and learned how some
large murals are installed especially
murals that are completed in a studio. Barb Sick, art teacher in the
Tunkhannock Area School District,
stated, “We were so amazed with
this mural project…we learned how
to install a mural.” The mural on the
back of the Dietrich Theater is a
three phase project. The second
panel will be installed in 2020.

“Lauren always has a smile on her face, loves school, and loves learning
with her first grade teacher, Mrs. Reese.”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT-LAUREN TRAVER
At the Primary Center, fifteen
students, five from each grade
level, are recognized every
month during a school wide
Tiger Paw assembly. Students
earn a Tiger Paw by showing
one or more of our three Tiger
Pride Principles: Caring, Respect, and Responsibility.
Teachers and staff spend time
at the beginning of each
school year to teach and model what these principles look
like in the classroom, at recess, in the hallways, etc.
When a student earns six Tiger
Paws, they turn in their completed chart to Mrs. Lee, our
school counselor. They receive a sticker and a larger
Tiger Paw to enter into their
grade level bin which winners
are drawn. Each morning our
Tiger Paw recipients are announced over the school's
loudspeaker, which is very ex-

citing for the Primary Center
students. This month, Lauren
Traver's name was pulled from
the fifteen November Tiger
Paw winners as our TAPC Student of the Month! Lauren was
thrilled to hear this news and
shared the ways she demonstrates Tiger Pride throughout
her school day. She shows
CARING by using kind words
with her friends and helping
friends up when they fall down.
She shows RESPONSIBILITY
by being safe in school. She
walks in the hallways, sits in
her seat, works hard and
follows school rules. Finally,
Lauren shows RESPECT by
listening to all of her teachers!
She always has a smile on her
face, loves school and loves
learning with her first grade
teacher, Mrs. Reese.
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Program Spotlight2020 PSSA TESTING

TASD Technology Internship Program

ELA–
April 20-April 24

MathApril 27-May 1

Science/Make-upMay 4-May 8

2019-2020 KEYSTONE
EXAM WINDOWS

Winter Wave 1December 2-December
13

Winter Wave 2January 1-January 17

Spring Wave
May 11-May 22

Pictured above from left to right-Caillou Kaneski, Jacob Lance, Patrick Frame, David Berry, Mark Simko, Network
Administrator, Joe Kormis, Director of Technology, Riley Simmons, John Zachary Harris, Kaya Sabbatini. Absent from
Photo- Daniel Root

The technology internship operated by the Director of Technology Joe Kormis
and Network Administrator Mark Simko began eight years ago in 2011. The
program works in conjunction with the cooperative program at the high
school, facilitated by the TASD School to Career Coordinator John Shaffer.
Students in grades 9-12 are the targeted age group for the internship. Interested students should contact their school counselor. After getting approval
from their school counselor and an interview with Mr. Kormis and Mr. Simko,
the student must acquire 100 volunteer hours to complete their probation.
After students acquire the designated hours, students can apply with John
Shaffer. Students can then become paid employees of the school district. Once students are in the cooperative program with Mr. Shaffer, they are
enrolled in his Employment Skills class at the high school. In the class, students are taught practical skills like how to apply for a job and interview
skills. The students also earn credit for job training as a senior. The earned
credit is applied toward graduation. Joe Kormis states, “I think one of the
best things they get in the technology internship program is they become a
jack of all trades. They learn all aspects of technology like networking,
switches, hubs, routers, operating systems (Windows, Chrome, and IOS), and
wireless networks. We also maintain over 3000 devices to include over 130
security cameras. Every day affords the interns a new opportunity to learn
different technologies used throughout the district.”
Mark Simko commented, “The number of interns vary each year. Some years
there are two applicants, this year there are eight interns. I think the program
is getting more popular as the years go by…We really work on their interpersonal skills. We help them with their communication skills and how to engage
with people… The internship really benefits our school district because it
gives the students a really strong set of skills they can use throughout their
life.”
The skill sets acquired in the technology internship program help students
prepare for a future in technology. Reed Corby, former Tunkhannock Area
student and current student at Pennsylvania College of Technology agreed by
stating, “Because of this program, I developed a wide skill set of knowledge
to include networking, how to make Ethernet cables, patch in switch closets,
infrastructure of the school, how the internet comes into the school, how it
functions within the school, documentation and filing reports, and system deployment. It (internship program) is one of the best programs TASD has to
offer and it enabled me to fulfill my dream. It was amazing and it changed my
life.”

